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Hello once again residents 
of Junee Shire.

What a magical change 
in weather and ground 
moisture we are witnessing 
compared to last year! 

As the seasonal cycle turns 
again to Spring, we are 
seeing a large number of 
council building projects 
coming to fruition or about 
to commence. I must thank
both the State and Federal Governments for providing 
much of the funding towards many of the projects 
listed below.

• Athenium Theatre additions including commercial 
kitchen, outdoor servery and break out area, 
storage space, toilets, heating and cooling.

• All Ages Adventure Playground at Park Dam. 
• All access footpaths connecting key facilities in 

our villages.
• Junee Skate Park improvements including shade 

structure, seating, tables and artificial turf.
• Tiling Junee Olympic Pool - this project will 

achieve significantly lower ongoing maintenance 
costs compared with painting.

• Replacement of the corrugated iron roof at the 
Broadway Museum.

• Entrance signs to our villages.

Council are carrying out additional improvements 
to Sandy Beach and Bethungra Dam Reserves. If you 
haven’t recently or ever seen these gems in our crown, 
I suggest that you pack a picnic and take a drive. Why 
not camp overnight even? Both destinations have 
toilet facilities, covered picnic tables and water views.
If you choose Bethungra Dam as your destination, 
make sure you stop at the newly installed viewing 
platform that overlooks our famous rail spiral. 

       FROM THE MAYOR
Pause to read about the history of the spiral and the 
dam on the information boards which are now in 
place. Note while you’re at the viewing platform, the 
fantastic stencilled steel panels, produced by Karuah 
Enterprises who operate a local steel fabrication 
business.

We continue to adapt to these changing COVID-19 
times and protocols. Till next time, keep safe and stay 
positive one and all.

Mayor, Cr Neil Smith
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REC CENTRE UPDATE
Junee Junction Recreation and Aquatic Centre 
(JJRAC) has faced some very real and unprecedented 
challenges during the past five months due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 situation.

From complete closure due to NSW Government 
directives in late March, through very limited 
operations under a NSW Health Medical Exemption 
in May, followed by full re-opening in late June under 
new social distancing and hygiene restrictions, it’s 
been a time unlike any other in the Junee Rec Centre’s 
long history.

The JJRAC team have been working extra hard during 
shutdown renovating the gym and group fitness 
areas, overseeing the resurfacing of the stadium 
courts and implementing improvements to the pool 
hall with new curtains. Additional larger TV’s have 
been installed into the gym and group fitness areas 
and there are exciting plans to bring music videos 
and a fitness tracking system into these areas for our 
patrons to enjoy in the not too distant future.

Following the most 
recent changes 
made by the NSW 
Government on 
1 August, gym 
patrons will notice 
that there is a 
COVID-19 Safe 
Hygiene Marshal 
present whenever 
the gym is open. 
The requirement 
for the Marshal 
has meant 24/7 
gym access has 
been temporarily 
suspended as an
additional staff member is needed for this dedicated 
role. However, our data captures when the vast 
majority of members are using the gym, and we have 
adjusted gym opening hours at each end of the day 
and on weekends accordingly to try to cater for as 
many members as possible.

Basketball and swimming lessons have recently 
been re-started and our JJRAC team look forward to 
welcoming members and guests back to the Junee 
Rec Centre. 
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JUNEE LIBRARY 
TURNS 10!

It’s already been ten years since the Junee Library 
was officially opened at 92 Lorne Street by the then 
Minister for Arts, Virginia Judge. Though the move 
from the old library in Denison Street took place in 
August of the previous year it took until July 2010 
for all the finishing touches to be complete. In that 
same year the Junee Library designed by Workshop 2 
Dunn + Hillam Architects was joint winner of the 2010 
Premier’s Prize at the NSW Architecture Awards. 

Over the last 10 years technology has driven many 
changes to the layout and function of internal spaces. 
As WiFi is now the norm more space in the library 
is assigned to seating and study areas. Virtual Reality 
equipment provides great entertainment during 
school holidays and for some watching a movie at the 
library has become a regular event. The collection of 
items at the library has branched out to include tools, 
equipment, games and sporting gear and as always 
there are lots of good books available to borrow and 
read. 

A new library that 
could accommodate 
more books and 
provide greater space 
for the community 
to study and meet 
was several years in 
the making but the 
end result was well 
worth it. The current 
number of items in 
the library is 12,209 
and over the past 10 
years 6,404 items
have been reserved and 234,925 items loaned. 

Over the last 10 years the building has remained 
relatively unchanged however there have been some 
valuable improvements such as the recent addition 
of window signage and a new automated front door 
that makes entering the library so much easier.
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VILLAGE FEATURE
BETHUNGRA

Not getting a final inspection on your new building 
work may result in serious issues for the home owner 
and can prove to be a costly slip of the mind.

If you are a home owner who has recently or is 
currently undertaking building works on your 
property, it is extremely important to remember to 
get the building works finalised at the completion 
of the project. This is achieved by booking a final 
inspection with the Certifier being used and applying 
for an Occupation Certificate. 

Most people would know that if they are doing 
additions to their home or are building a new shed or 
swimming pool, it is important to get certain stages 
of the building works inspected by the ‘Building 
Inspector’ (now known as the Certifier). What’s not 
often realised is that getting a final inspection and 
having the building signed off as being completed and 
safe for use is, in itself, just as important. 

It seems that in the excitement to get into an eagerly 
awaited new building or addition this critical stage in 
the development process is being forgotten and the 
results can be catastrophic for the home owner later 
on.

Failure to arrange for a final inspection and obtaining 
an Occupation Certificate from the Certifier for a 
building or part of a building prior to the occupation 
or use of that building is technically unlawful, as it 
breaches  Section 109M of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act  1979 (As Amended). This could 
have some serious consequences if the building is 
damaged or destroyed. Insurance companies may 
find that the building has not been lawfully occupied 
and therefore could refuse to honour an insurance 
claim. 

It is also important to note that time limits for 
obtaining Occupation Certificates may apply and if a 
property owner has moved into their new addition 
or has used their new shed for a period of greater 
than 12 months, then the Certifier my refuse to issue 
an Occupation Certificate. In such cases the home 
owner would need to obtain a Building Information 
Certificate which is often a complicated and expensive 
process. 

Given the importance of Occupation Certificates, 
conveyances and solicitors are now instructing new 
purchasers to obtain copies of Occupation Certificates 
for the property they are looking to purchase. If you 
are looking to sell your property and don’t have one, 
you could potentially lose a sale or the sale could be 
delayed while you navigate the Building Information 
Certificate alternative.

So don’t risk it or put yourself through unnecessary 
stress. Remember to get your new building work 
inspected when it’s finished and obtain an Occupation 
Certificate before you move in. 

DON’T FORGET YOUR FINAL 
INSPECTION

We have been 
engaging with 
the Bethungra 
community on a 
Village Improvement 
initiative for the past 
several months. A 
number of onsite 
meetings and 
walkarounds of the 
village have taken 
place to listen to 
concerns the local 
community leaders
had in relation to
Bethungra Memorial Park and the general appearance 
of the village. 

This has resulted in a number of remedial works being 
undertaken.

The Bethungra community have shown a real 
willingness to work together with Junee Shire Council 
to beautify their village. We are hopeful that this 
will be the beginning of a long running and mutually 
rewarding partnership and that Bethungra will stake 
its place on the map of places for visitors to stop and 
enjoy all the village has to offer as one of the key 
entry points to the wider Junee Shire.
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PROJECT UPDATES

ATHENIUM THEATRE

JUNEE SKATE PARK

BETHUNGRA DAM WALKWAY 
& SPIRAL VIEWING PLATFORM

Kanaley Square Upgrade Works is almost complete. 
This project involves the construction of asphalt 
surfaced intersection, central island, blisters, 
pedestrian crossings, kerb and guttering and other 
drainage works.

KANALEY SQUARE

OTHER WORKS

• Queen Street intersection at Old Junee Road - 
asphalted and linemarked.

• Caravan Park corner on Broadway - asphalted and 
linemarked.

• Demolition of the old Sewage Treatment Plant.
• Building of a new animal shelter is underway. 

To enhance the visitor experience and compliment 
the new signage/information boards, a viewing 
platform has been installed at the Bethungra Spiral 
and an elevated walking platform at Bethungra Dam.

Work has commenced on the skate park enhancement 
project with the installation of new ramps and shade 
shelter. Remaining works include turfing and new 
artwork, which the local youth are involved in concept 
development.

Work has commenced on the new commerical kitchen 
and HVAC system at the Athenium Theatre. Included 
in the kitchen works is a new landscaped outdoor 
area situated at the front of the kitchen on the street 
side. With bi-fold opening windows from the kitchen, 
this space will be an excellent addition to the existing 
building allowing for outdoor functions.
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Living on a hill or slope can have its benefits but it also 
presents some challenges. It may be your desire to 
create a level building pad for a new shed or pool, or 
it may be for a simple landscaping feature. Whatever 
the reason if you live on a slope, you are likely to need 
to construct retaining walls. They are very important 
structures, get it wrong and it could cost you. 

Most retaining walls are required to either support an 
excavation into a slope or hold back earth fill that will 
generally create some kind of level pad on the site.  
They can be as simple as timber logs and poles to 
highly engineered concrete, steel or stone structures. 
The importance of retaining walls and what they do is 
often underestimated. The soil or excavation they are 
supporting may in turn be the foundation of another 
building or public infrastructure such as a sewer 
main. The pressures and force exerted on a retaining 
wall can be extremely high and will increase with 
the height of the wall and in wetter weather when 
moisture levels in the soil reach a saturation point. 
These pressures can further increase if adequate 
drainage is not provided. Get it wrong and you could 
be looking at a very difficult and expensive repair or 
reconstruction, in often hard to reach places. 

A retaining wall is defined as a ‘Class 10b Building’ 
under the Building Code (National Construction 
Code) of Australian and building one on your land is 
also treated as a form of ‘Development’ under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

It is important to note that like all “Development” 
the construction of a retaining wall on your property 
may require planning and building approvals. Part 2 
of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt 
and Complying Development Code) 2008, (Code 
SEPP), Subdivision 15 does allow for earthworks 
and retaining walls in some circumstances to be 
undertaken as ‘Exempt Development’, meaning no 
approval is required. 

Subdivision 15 of the Code SEPP contains its own 
specific ‘Development Standards’ which must 
be satisfied if these works are to be ‘Exempt 
Development.’ If the retaining wall does not comply 
with all applicable ‘Development Standards’, then 
it cannot be built as ‘Exempt Development’ and 
planning approval would be required. Generally this 
would apply to retaining walls that are located closer 
than 1 metre from a property boundary or exceed a 
height of 600 millimetres. 

It is useful to know that if you are looking to undertake 
earth and retaining wall works for the purpose of 
another development such as building a shed etc. it’s 
pretty simple to include the retaining wall structures 
as part of the shed application so that both forms of 
development can be approved together. 

Council can help provide more general advice on 
‘Exempt Development’ provisions as they relate to 
retaining walls and information is freely available 
on the Department of Planning’s website at www.
planningportal.nsw.gov.au.

RETAINING WALLS – GET 
THEM RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

Have you seen the 
new information 
displays at the 
Newsagency and 
IGA?

These displays 
have been 
d e v e l o p e d  
to assist the 
community in 
how to recycle 
correctly. They  
look specifically 
at everyday  
items that could 
be confused as 
being recyclable 
but in fact are 
not.
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EXPLORE YOUR OWN
BACKYARD

#youmeandjunee

With COVID-19 restrictions still upon us holidays and 
travelling may seem like a thing of the past but they 
don’t have to be. Now is a great time to explore your 
own backyard whilst you start to think about holidays 
further afield. A journey along the stunning Canola 
Trail is a great place to start. 

Taking in the shires of Junee, Coolamon and Temora, 
this trail will take you to places you may never have 
known existed. From a tantalizing array of food and 
wine experiences, spectacular landscapes and some 
exciting and award-winning attractions the Canola 
Trail has it all.

In an article from travel blogger livelimitless.net, 
he puts forward this question “Why do we travel to 
distant lands when we haven’t even explored our 
own?” 

His challenge to his readers was to “research your own 
“backyard” and make an effort to try/see something 
new in your spare time. Maybe it’s a hiking path. 
Maybe it’s a new museum. Maybe it’s a gorgeous 
waterfall or a peaceful lake. Anything at all. Just 
explore.” 

Ask friends or use Google. Check out a local travel 
guide such as the Canola Trail “Heart of Gold” visitor 
guide. Search Instagram. Check out these websites 
canolatrail.com.au and youmeandjunee.com.au

You don’t have to travel far to have an adventure.

Just remember to take extreme care if you’re stopping 
road-side, and never trespass on farms. Everyone must 
also follow the latest health advice by maintaining 
physical distancing, practicing good hygiene and 
staying home if unwell. For the latest information 
about restrictions and health advice specific to NSW, 
please refer to NSW.gov.au/COVID-19

JUNEE ROUNDHOUSE MUSEUM

BETHUNGRA RESERVE

DOLL MUSEUM @ 
MONTE CRISTO

KINDRA BIKE & WALKING 
TRAIL, COOLAMON

THE BUNDAWARRAH 
CENTRE, TEMORA

Just remember to take extreme care if you’re stopping 
road-side, and never trespass on farms. Everyone must 
also follow the latest health advice by maintaining 
physical distancing, practicing good hygiene and 
staying home if unwell. For the latest information 
about restrictions and health advice specific to NSW, 
please refer to NSW.gov.au/COVID-19
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