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Welcome everyone to our 
Spring 2021 Newsletter.

What a glorious time of the year 
Spring is; days become longer 
and the weather gets warmer. 
Some of you may have spotted 
me out cycling around our lovely 
town recently. It brings a smile 
to my face being out in the fresh 
air enjoying the space and
 friendly camaraderie of people doing the same thing 
– enjoying our public spaces and sense of community.

For me one of the constant joys of living where we do 
are the beautiful parks, gardens and walking/cycling 
tracks of our close-knit town. My compliments to our 
hard working and conscientious staff who keep our 
town and villages in tip top shape; thank you and well 
done.

Council elections are coming up. Some of you may 
be aware that council elections have been deferred 
for a second time. They are now due to be held on 
Saturday, 4 December 2021 at the Athenium Theatre, 
Junee. Some key dates are listed below:

• Nominations Open: Monday, 25 October. 
• Nominations Close: Wednesday, 3 November at 

12pm.  Remember, you must be on the electoral 
role for Junee Shire to be eligible to nominate.

• Postal Voting Opens: Tuesday, 26 October.
• Postal Voting Closes: Monday, 29 November.

• Pre-Poll Voting Opens: Monday, 22 November.
• Pre-Poll Voting Closes: Friday, 3 December.
• Election Day: Saturday, 4 December.

If you are passionate about your community, are keen 
to advocate on their behalf, have an open mind and 
a positive “can do” attitude, then running for Council 
might be right up your alley.

Want to know more? Visit the website below or 
contact one of our current Councillors who I’m sure 
would be more than happy to share their experiences 
with you.

https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/FAQs/Council-
FAQs/2021-Local-Government-elections

Unfortunately, COVID-19 remains an issue in our great 
state and I can’t stress strongly enough the need to 
remain vigilant and do the right thing by your family, 
friends and community. To assist in preventing the 
spread of the disease through Regional NSW please 
ensure you:

• Wear your mask in line with the current Public 
Health Order.

• If you’re feeling sick or “off”, get tested straight 
away.

• Get vaccinated as soon as possible. The Junee 
Medical Centre are doing a fantastic job providing 
vaccine for our community. If you haven’t had a 
vaccine, contact the Medical Centre and speak to 
your GP.

• Use the Service NSW app to check in and out of 
public premises.

Until next time, keep smiling and keep safe.

Mayor, Cr Neil Smith

       FROM THE MAYOR
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While the Rural NSW COVID restrictions have had an 
impact on Council operations, we have maintained a 
number of essential services across the community.  

• Council’s Customer Service and the Service NSW  
agency remain open for urgent transactions. 
While we have some of our Customer Service staff 
working from home members of the community  
have been very helpful by ringing ahead to 
organise an appointment or by making the easier 
payment over the phone.

• The first Rates instalment was due 31 August and 
with around 85% of people paying on B-PAY or by  
electronic transfer, that has allowed Council to   
keep customer service open for the people who 
don’t use electronic banking facilities. 

• The Junee Landfill Waste Facility remains open 
for commercial purposes for the construction 
and building industry. It also remains open to 
local residents for urgent or essential purposes, 
however, please do not use  the landfill site for 
routine reasons. Remember social distancing and 
masks must be worn at all times. 

• Village Transfer Stations remain open for those  
who need to dispose of waste where there is no 
collection service and the waste cannot be stored 
at your property until the restrictions are lifted. 
Remember social distancing and masks must be 
worn at all times. 

• While the Council has closed community facilities 
such as the Athenium Theatre, Recreation Centre 
and Library, we have implemented home delivery 
of Library books and some online Recreation 
Centre fitness classes.

• As we did last year last, membership fees at the 
Recreation Centre have been suspended during 
the Lockdown period and we look forward to 
welcoming everyone back once the all clear is 
provided. 

• Community Transport remains operational and  
we would like to give a shout out to our wonderful 
volunteer drivers. The drivers have all received 
vaccinations which allows the service to continue.   

• While the Lockdown remains in place, Council 
meetings are being held online and are available 
to watch live over the internet. Simply tune into 
Facebook the day of the Council meeting and 
follow the advice and links.

We are looking forward to an easing of Lockdown 
restrictions and like you, we monitor the situation 
daily and adapt to the changes that come along.  

A MESSAGE FROM INLAND RAIL

The reference design for Albury to Illabo is progressing 
and we’ll be sharing our finalised designs with the 
community in October with an online presentation. 
This includes:

• Removing the Junee Station footbridge to allow 
for double-stacked freight trains.

• Replacing the Kemp Street bridge with a new 
three-span bridge in the existing location. The 
bridge will be 2.5m higher and is designed to 
include an extra-wide 3m pedestrian path on the 
northern side.

• Modifying the Olympic Highway underbridge from 
dual track transition to single track across the 
bridge to create necessary horizontal clearances 
for double-stacked trains.

Keep an eye on our website for details about the 
online presentation www.inlandrail.com.au/a2i

Meanwhile we are finalising our Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Illabo to Stockinbingal 
project and we will hold information sessions when 
this goes on public display for comment.

While current COVID-19 restrictions across NSW are 
limiting our ability to hold face-to-face meetings and 
drop-in sessions, we want to assure you we are still 
here and listening to continue work on Inland Rail in 
your community. In the meantime you can check out 
the designs for both projects and provide feedback or 
post questions on our interactive maps.

Albury to Illabo visit: www.maps.inlandrail.com/a2i#
Illabo to Stockinbingal visit: www.maps.inlandrail.
com/i2s#

Or you can contact the team via email at 
inlandrailnsw@artc.com.au or call 1800 732 761.

IMAGE: The proposed design for Kemp Street bridge on the 
Albury to Illabo project

LOCKDOWN - RURAL NSW
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ELECTIONS

The Office of Local Government have postponed the 
Local Government elections until 4 December 2021 in 
response to the current outbreak of the delta variant 
of COVID-19. 

There are three options available in which voting can 
take place, these are:

TECHNOLOGY ASSISTED VOTING

Applications for using iVote for the Local Government 
Election open on 22 November 2021. Information 
about registering for iVote is available at the link 
shown below:

https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/Voters/Online-
voting-iVote/Using-iVote

VOTING IN PERSON

Election Day voting is planned to be conducted at 
the Athenium Theatre and Illabo Public School on 
Saturday, 4 December and Pre-Poll voting will be 
conducted at the Junee Library. 

Pre-Poll voting will be conducted from Monday, 22 
November to Friday, 3 December 2021, at the Junee 
Library, with the exception of Saturday afternoon 27 
November and all-day Sunday, 28 November 2021 
(when the polling booth will be closed). The criteria 
for Pre-Poll voting for the 2021 elections has been 
relaxed, allowing any elector to vote during the Pre-
Poll voting period. This means that voting will not 
occur on a single day but over a period of 13 days, 
including election day. This will assist in allowing a 
range of COVID safe measures to be implemented at 
polling places.

POSTAL VOTING

Additional eligibility criteria has been introduced 
for postal voting in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. These allow electors to vote by post if 
they are self-isolating because of COVID-19 related 
reasons, or because they reasonably believe that 
attending a polling place on election day will pose a 
risk to their health or safety or the health or safety 
of another person because of COVID-19. Permanent 
and temporary residents in hospitals, nursing homes, 
retirement villages and similar facilities are also 
eligible to vote using postal voting because of their 
particular vulnerability. Postal vote applications will 
close on 29 November 2021.

In December 2020 Council resolved to make an 
amendment to the Junee Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP) 2012 and insert a new “sunset” clause removing 
the ability to erect a dwelling house on rural land 
relying on the current ‘Existing Holding’ provisions. 

The ‘Existing Holding’ provision of the LEP enabled the 
erection of a dwelling house on a rural allotment which 
does not satisfy the current 100-hectare minimum 
lot size. ‘Existing Holdings’ were established in 1991 
and recognised a landowner of a rural property or 
‘Holding’ (regardless of its size) had an opportunity to 
erect a dwelling on that ‘Holding’. The ‘Holding’ could 
encompass either a single allotment or be made up of 
multiple allotments under one ownership. 

Over the past 30 years many ‘Existing Holdings’ 
have been either developed or broken up through 
subsequent land sales, with the majority of ‘Holdings’ 
left being isolated, small lots unsuitable for dwelling 
type development. The removal of the ‘Existing 
Holdings’ provisions was to prevent future ad-hoc 
residential dwelling type development compromising 
valuable farming land.  

Clause 4.2A(2A) of the Junee LEP has now been added 
which places an expiry date on the use of the ‘Existing 
Holdings’ provisions. According to the new clause, 
any landowner who may have a property identified 
as an ‘Existing Holding’ must now have an application 
for a dwelling house either submitted to or approved 
by Council by 1 October 2022, otherwise the use of 
the ‘Existing Holdings’ can no longer be used. 

If any landowner has questions on how this new 
clause may impact them, please contact Council’s 
helpful Planning and Building staff.

‘EXISTING HOLDING’ RIGHTS 
FOR RURAL DWELLINGS 
SCHEDULED TO EXPIRE
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2022

The doors to the Junee Library may have been closed 
to the public on and off over the last few months due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, but this has not stopped the 
staff from providing home deliveries to our members 
still wishing to borrow a book or two.

With the doors being closed it has given staff the 
opportunity to do some alterations to the bookshelves 
and children’s area. The children’s area now looks 
bigger with the changes made to the shelving and 
floor layout, giving it a fresh and fun new look. 

The library will be getting wheels added to the shelves 
and new study nooks over the coming months, which 
will again give the library a refreshed look.  There will 
be more space for quiet work or study while enjoying 
a coffee or hot chocolate from the coffee machine 
which has recently been obtained for library visitors. 

JUNEE LIBRARY UPDATE

DRUMMUSTER

Nominations are now open for the 2022 Australia Day 
Awards.

Do you know someone or a group of people worthy of 
praise? Or maybe you know a local sporting superstar 
that deserves acknowledgment. If so, nominate them 
for an Australia Day Award.

Award categories include:
• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Volunteer Team of the Year
• Sports Award
• Junior Sports Award

Nomination forms are available from Council, Junee 
Recreation Centre and the Junee Library or can be 
downloaded by visiting www.junee.nsw.gov.au

OFFICIAL CEREMONY

Given the overwhelming feedback from this years 
ceremony, the 2022 event will once again be held at 
the beautiful Athenium Theatre.

JAIL BREAK FUN RUN

Due to current circumstances and restrictions 
surrounding COVID-19, a decision will be made in the 
coming months as to whether the Jail Break Fun Run 
event will proceed in 2022.

Keep an eye on Council’s Facebook page for further 
details and updates.

Junee Shire Council will be hosting a drumMuster on 
Tuesday, 12 and Wednesday, 13 October 2021 at the 
Junee Transfer Station, Kahmoo Lane, Junee.

The drumMuster program recycles clean and 
empty agvet chemical containers from eligible 
manufacturers.

Bookings can be arranged by contacting Council on 
6924 8100.
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OCTOBER FREE COLLECTION 
OF CAR BODIES - ILLABO

The lack of attention to yard maintenance and 
the accumulation of multiple abandoned vehicles 
on properties has been highlighted in previous 
newsletters and during the Village meetings held 
earlier this year as a continual concern. Storing 
excessive abandoned vehicles and other material can 
give rise to a fire hazard, storage of dangerous waste 
materials, pollution or the harbouring of vermin 
or pests.  Council is currently auditing properties 
commencing with Illabo. Identified properties of 
concern will be notified of Council concerns relating 
to their property.  

Commencing with Illabo, a once off opportunity for 
free collection of car bodies and other metals will 
occur between 25 and 27 October 2021. Dates for 
other Village car collections will be notified in up 
coming newsletters. Please register your interest if you 
are located in the Illabo Village Zones with Council on 
6924 8100 prior to the collection date.  Registration is 
required to take advantage of this offer.  

For identified properties that don’t take advantage of 
this free pick up and have not privately rectified these 
issues, a final resort will see Orders issued involving 
clean up notices. Where there is non-compliance of 
an Order, fines can range from $330 to $1,500 and in 
extreme cases the Council will seek Court Orders to 
clean-up properties.  

Council encourages those properties to take 
advantage of this free pick up and play a part in 
ensuring unsightly properties within our Villages are 
a thing of the past.  

BETHUNGRA DAM

Here’s a sneak peak at the locally designed and 
made seating. This design is suited for locations in 
cemeteries across the Shire. 

Other themes relevant for Broadway and in village 
parks are being fabricated now and will be rolled out 
over the next few months. 

Finally, it’s full again! It has taken four years for the 
Bethungra Dam to get back to full capacity after the 
renovation work at the Dam wall. Watching the water 
trickle over the top of the wall again is a pleasing sight.

Important reminder: whilst lockdown orders are in 
place for Regional NSW both Bethungra Dam and 
Sandy Beach are closed to the public.

Check out the brand new signs recently installed at 
Bethungra Dam and Sandy Beach. These new signs 
not only outline updated usage compliance but 
encourage visitors to “Stay a little longer” showcasing 
some of our Shires other fantastic tourist attractions 
and providers.

NEW SEATING FOR AROUND 
THE SHIRE

NEW SIGNS FOR BETHUNGRA 
DAM & SANDY BEACH
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