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Dear Junee Shire Residents,

This newsletter is Council’s last before local government elections in September so it’s a good time to look back and reflect on some 
of the highlights:

• Staying independent or in other words, not being amalgamated.

• Reduction in running costs & increase in service & membership at Junee Recreation Centre.

• Huge increase in ongoing road maintenance & upgrade through obtaining a “Special Rate Variation”.

• Partnership with Junee Business & Trades promoting Junee in the media.

• Partnership with Qube/Visy and the State Government for Byrnes Road deviation.

• Athenium Theatre improvements and an increase in it’s usage.  A special thanks here to The Friends of Athenium Theatre.

Of course these are just a few examples.  Without the support of our very dedicated staff and you, our community, none of this would 
be possible.

The future looks bright for us.  The Council is in safe and responsible hands.  Now is a great time to think about being a Councillor 
for the next four years.  Get on board with a great team. It has been a pleasure and an honour to hold the office of Mayor for the last 
2 years.  Thank you.

Mayor

Cr Neil Smith

Cr Jo Ward,  Cr Matt Austin, Cr  Colin Randall,  Cr Martin Holmes, Mayor Cr Neil Smith, Deputy Mayor Cr Pam Halliburton, Cr Andrew Clinton, 
Cr Bob Callow and Cr Lola Cummins, 

A Bright Future for Junee-Mayor’s Message

In adopting the 2016/17 Operational Plan, Junee Shire Council has committed to fully investigating the introduction of a kerbside 
collection for organics, with the aim of introducing this service at the start of 2017.

Organics represent up to half of what is sent to landfill, when it could be collected, treated and recycled locally. This reduces costs to 
the community, sustains our landfills for longer and the by-product can be used in place of imported fill and compost materials.

To fund the service a new annual charge of $52 has been introduced, however it is important to note that it will not be charged until the 
new service is up and running. For this charge, residents of Junee will enjoy a fortnightly pick-up of their organics bin in which garden 
waste, lawn clippings and food scraps can all be disposed.

The Council is currently working with the NSW Environment Protection Authority to ensure the necessary licences are in place to 
permit the composting of organics at the Junee Landfill Facility. With their sign-off, work will commence on the construction of the 
composting pad and the procurement of bins and benchtop kitchen bins in preparation for the rollout of the service.
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Junee Shire Council successfully received funding from the 
“Creating Liveable Communities” program to improve 
accessibility to buildings and services in Junee. The projects 
funded under this program included:

• Making physical changes to provide access to key public
buildings e.g by installing ramps, wider doorways and self-
opening doors.

• Improving connectivity & upgrading infrastructure within
& between key facilities in town such as Lawson House, 
Cooinda Court & public facilities such as the main shopping
centres, Recreation & Aquatic Centre.

• Providing facilities for electric scooters including provision
for parking & free charging facilities at the Recreation &
Aquatic Centre.

To date the following progress has been made:

• Three new automatic doors installed at the Junee Recreation 
Centre.

• Installation of a solar powered recharge point for electric
mobility scooters at the Junee Recreation Centre.

• Reconstructed pram ramps on both sides of Bolton Street
at its intersection with Cox Street.

• Concrete shared path extended from the pram ramp to the
edge of bitumen on Cox Street, grab rail also installed.

• Final plans completed for the installation of an access ramp
for the Junee Athenium Theatre.

• Plans completed to install pedestrian blister islands on
Crawley Street at its intersection with Broadway, adjacent
to the Medical Centre.

• Plans completed to construct pram ramp on western side of
Peel Street opposite existing pram ramp.

Local Government Week
This year’s theme ‘Our Council, Our Community’ reflects that 
councils are closely connected to their communities, and they 
deliver support and services every day that are important to 
peoples’ lives.

Local Government Week is a great 
opportunity to explore all the ways 
that your council is a part of 
your community…take a look, you 
might be surprised! 

Check out council’s website to see 
how the community can get involved 
in celebrating Local Government Week.

WWW.JUNEE.NSW.GOV.AU

Creating Liveable Communities Junee Visitor Information Centre
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What will the 2016/17 year bring?
The Council has adopted its latest Delivery Program and Operational Plan which commenced on the 1 July 2016. 

There are a number of changes to business operations and community services planned for the 2016/17 year:

• Land rates will increase by 9% this financial year. This is the last year of the special rate variation and any rate adjustment in future
years will return to rate pegging levels which are consistent with  CPI  adjustments.

• The additional revenue from the special rate variation is redirected to road maintenance and renewals for a 10 year period. We
have seen significant improvement to the road network over the last three years and will continue to report to the community
where that expenditure is occurring (see the road map on the back page).

• The commitment to freeze the connected sewer charge remains in place for 2016/17. This is the third year of that freeze which
was put in place to offset increases to the land rate resulting from the special rate variation.

• Rural Waste Transfer Station charge has risen by 2.6% in 2016/17.The revenue from this charge covers 50% of its operational costs. 
Rural community’s service level expectations for rural transfer stations is rising, this together with isolated illegal dumping of waste
materials exacerbates the cost to delivering this service.

• Waste charges at the Junee Landfill and Transfer Station will better reflect the real cost of disposal. The change will assist with
the long term sustainability of this facility. In the not too distant future, the Landfill will require closure and rehabilitation – an
exercise estimated to cost about $700,000 in today’s dollars. In the business-as-usual case, the waste fund continues to decline and
is unsustainable. With the review of tip fees and other fees and charges, this trend is reversed and a target of $500,000 in reserves
by the year 2026 is achieved.  A 6X4 small box trailer will now incur a fee of $25, while disposal of demolition waste increases to
$83/m3.  Additional charges apply for unsorted materials. 

• Offsetting the increases to tipping fees at the Junee Landfill is the ability to dispose of some of the more nasty waste stream
material at the new Community Recyling Centre (CRC) shed. Items such as paint, fluoro tubes, lead acid batteries, portable gas
cylinders and fire extinguishers can be disposed of without impact to the environment and at no cost to the public. 

• The introduction of an organics kerbside collection for the township of Junee early in 2017, will see Junee residents receive a new
bin to dispose of all organic material such as food scraps and green waste. For some residents this will mean no more trips to the
tip to dispose of green waste.  This waste stream will be composted and reused at appropriate locations around the LGA. 

• Council has kept fees static at Junee Junction Recreation and Aquatic Centre for the past two years in an effort to attract more
customers to the Centre. This has certainly paid off with increased usage resulting in additional revenue year on year. The Council
is again keeping the majority of casual and membership fees the same for 2016/17. Access to all-areas membership at the Facility
remains available for $12/week for adults or $10/week for concessions and children. 

Once again all seven benchmarks outlined in the Fit for the Future methodology by the Office of Local Government are met in the 
Council’s four year estimates. These benchmarks are also met across the entire 10 year period of the Council’s Long Term Financial 
Plan.

Rates & Charges
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Financials at a Glance 2016/17
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Athenium Theatre
The Athenium Theatre has experienced a large increase in its 
usage from 2015 into 2016. With regular bookings during the 
week and some great community events on the weekends, it is 
once again becoming the “Entertainment Hub” of the town.

Upcoming events in the theatre:

• Sunday 7 August- Junee Rotary Farmers Market

• Friday 19 August- Junee Youth Council Disco

• Saturday 10 September- Local Government Elections

• Saturday 17 September- Friends of the Athenium Annual Ball

WWW.JUNEE.NSW.GOV.AU

Junee Youth Program
Junee Shire Council is committed to providing fun and inclusive 
events and activities for the youth of the shire. Every school 
holidays, council runs a series of activities which cater to all age 
groups and interests. This school holidays saw around 200 youth 
enjoying movie trips, laser tag, bubble soccer and dance classes. 

As well as these school holiday activities, a disco has been 
planned by the Youth Council for the 19th August in the 
Athenium theatre. 

For more information on the disco, as well as other upcoming 
youth events and activities visit our 
website: youmeandjunee.com.au or follow us on Facebook. 

Mobile Blackspot - nearly gone!
Wantabadgery residents have something to smile about out of 
the Federal election process, with a promise to erect a mobile 
tower near Wantabadgery to improve mobile reception. 

The Council and Wantabadgery groups have been working 
together for a number of years now to get better mobile 
reception in that locality. In May 2016, Council committed $5000 
towards a funding application to the Government for a tower. 
Community stakeholders indicated they would also pitch in if it 
meant a tower could be built near Wantabadgery. 

Council will continue to work with the Government and the 
Wantabadgery community to improve mobile reception in that 
area. We look forward to a positive outcome in the near future.

Congratulations to Andreas Shepherd who has reached the 
interstate  final  for the  2016 GTES School-based Trainee of 
the Year.

Andreas forms part of Council’s commitment to provide 
employment opportunities for local young people and is one 
of three school based trainees that commenced work at Junee 
Shire Council this year.

Overall a proud moment for  everyone involved in this project, 
Junee High School, Council staff mentors as well as Andreas 
himself, who is undertaking an IT traineeship at Junee Shire 
Council. Good luck in the finals Andreas!

Local Employment Program 
finding its feet.
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As an organisation the Council is always looking to improve the way information can reach people of all ages right across the Shire. 
While the more traditional methods are via a newsletter like this and through the local paper the organisation uses a variety of other 
methods as well.

1. We appreciate the cooperation we get from small businesses to exhibit material in the rural localities of Bethungra, Illabo  and
Wantabadgery. 

2. Occasionally if there are matters specific to a rural locality  we pin items of interest to rural public hall notice boards.

3. Council hosts a number of websites, one for the Council’s business activities, one that is community and tourism based and one
dedicated for members and guests at the Junee Junction Recreation and Aquatic Centre.  All of these website are linked and you
can easily navigate from one website to the next thanks to a consistent theme and layout across all sites.

4. There are a number of twitter accounts for those that like short sharp bursts of information.

5. Facebook has three pages, one for Council business, one that is community and tourism based and one for the Junee Junction
Recreation and Aquatic Centre.

6. Yes we also have an instagram account – YoumeandJunee

7. You can subscribe to receive email newsletters via our various websites as well.

8. We have a youtube channel – YoumeandJunee which features some local tourism promotion and some of the project work Council
undertakes

9. Finally we have terrific customer service staff at the Council Main Building, the Library and Recreation Centre, who can all provide
assistance. 

Let’s Talk

WWW.JUNEE.NSW.GOV.AU

Capital Works
2016/17 will be another big year for the Junee Shire Council road 
crews. An additional $536,000 in Roads to Recovery Funding 
has been granted which is a contribution to the Infrastructure 
Investment Programme. In addition to this external funding, 
2016/17 will see the most significant contribution by own-
source funds to road capital expenditure, owing to the special 
rate variation that commenced in 2014/15. These funds will be 
used to renew and upgrade rural and urban roads across the 
Shire including Lorne Street, Wantabadgery Road, McGledes Hill 
Road and Allawah Road to name a few. 

And while not capital, the Council resolved to increase the 
maintenance budget for rural unsealed roads. This will be 
increased by $50,000 which will start to address the backlog 
in maintenance that has stemmed from high levels of capital 
investment over the last two to three years.

Outside of the roads asset class, the Council will take the 
first steps this year in preparation for the replacement of the 
sewerage treatment plant by way of an options analysis and 
review of the Sewerage Strategic Business Plan.

This plant was constructed in the late 1930’s and augmented by 
the addition of a second treatment plant in the late 1970’s. 

A general deterioration in the condition of the treatment plant, 
will necessitate the plant’s removal which is scheduled for 
2019/20.

Wood Collection Policy
The collection of wood from public roads has been an ongoing 
issue for the Council as it tries to achieve a balance between 
protecting its assets, the public and the environment but not 
unduly restricting the ability of its residents to keep their homes 
warm.

As a result of the adoption of a policy by the Council:

• The commercial collection of timber in any form from
public land areas under the Council’s control is prohibited
and fines will be issued. 

• The felling of any tree, whether dead or alive, by any means
is prohibited and fines will be issued to anyone found to
have done so.

• The collection of fallen timber within high and medium
conservation value areas and within nominated roadside
areas is prohibited.  Any person caught removing wood from
these locations may be issued with a fine.

Wood can be collected from roadsides with low conservation 
value, however there are a number of requirements that 
individuals must comply with in order to be granted consent.  
Such requirements include carrying a copy of the Collection of 
Firewood from Roadsides and Council Land Guideline, public 
liability insurance and being a minimum of 6m from the road’s 
edge. For a full list of the requirements, visit the Council’s 
website and download a copy of the Guideline.
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JUNEE SHIRE COUNCIL

29 Belmore Street 
Junee NSW 2663 
P: 02 6924 8100 
F: 02 6924 2497 
E: jsc@junee.nsw.gov.au

W: www.junee.nsw.gov.au

EMERGENCIES

Sewerage Blockages: 
6924 1040

Dogs/Animals: 
0427 694 272

Roads: 
0429 396 412 
0428 694 271

Works Depot: 
6924 1702

STAFF

James Davis 
General Manager

Grant Johnson 
Director Corporate & Business

Will Barton 
Director Engineering Services

Keith White

Director Finance & Administration

COUNCILLORS

Neil Smith(Mayor)

Pam Halliburton (Deputy Mayor)

Matt Austin

Bob Callow

Andrew Clinton

Lola Cummins

Martin Holmes

Colin Randall

Jo Ward

Junee Shire Works Program July 2015 to June 2016

WWW.JUNEE.NSW.GOV.AU

Town or Village

Gravel Road Repairs - $510,000

Reconstruction - $2,609,000

Sealed Road Repairs - $228,000

Reseals - $356,500

Local Road

State Road

Junee LGA

Legend
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